Charlevoix Township Planning Commission
Minutes of Regular Meeting
August 20, 2025
Approved September 17, 2025

The meeting was called to order with Savannah Bergmann, Bradford Lewis, J.B. Hoyt,
Ben Turshek and Ben Owens were present.

Others present: Robert M. Jess and Mary Grace McCaskill
All stood for the Pledge of Allegiance.

Agenda: Hoyt made the Motion, with Lewis supporting, to approve the agenda
removing the RDI from the September awareness portion. All in favor. Motion carried.

Minutes: Hoyt made the Motion, with Owens supporting, to approve the Minutes of the
July 16, 2025 meeting as presented. All in favor. Lewis made the Motion, with Owens
supporting, to approve the Minutes of the July 30, 2025 Charlevoix Township Planning
Commission Meeting special meetings with additions. All in favor (with Hoyt abstaining)
Motion carried.

Public Hearing began at 7:08pm Charlevoix Warehousing
No public comments. No party representing Charlevoix Warehousing was present.
Public Hearing Closed at 7:09pm

A discussion was had. It was mentioned that due to ambivalence of the applicant, that
they be found in violation of the blight ordinance and be asked to remove all non
commercial/business items from the property . A history of the issues with this property
was reviewed and discussed. Hoyt made the Motion with Turshek supporting, to put
Charlevoix Warehousing on 30-day notice of the blight ordinance. A roll call vote was
taken and all were in favor. Motion carried.

Public Hearing Open at 7:18 regarding Jess Construction
No public comments.

CLOSED PUBLIC HEARING 7:19pm

It was stated that no objections were received to the notifications sent out. A discussion
was had. Currently there is a construction trailer in the front of the building as well as a
personal camper. There is no backyard. Mr. Jess feels that non-conforming uses prior



to the ordinance are allowed. The property was reviewed and discussed. It was stated
that for him to get a special use permit he would need to following the current zoning
ordinance. After further discussion, Jess withdrew the request for a special use permit.

Short Term Rental Update: Turshek gave an update. Information provided by Ferguson
has been entered into the Rentalscape program. Discussed how to proceed with
those who are in violation of the STR ordinance.

Code Enforcement Report: Morgan Stewart was present to give an update. He talked
with Charlevoix Warehousing; Haggards and Wojans Hoyt provided the members
with documents showing garbage issues on a short term rental on Pabashan and west
of Old Orchard. Would like Stewart to contact the owner requesting him to cease and
desist.

Ordinance Update: Ken Lane, of Beckett and Raeder, was present to discuss proposed
changes to the Ordinance.

NEW BUSINESS:

Ann’s Nest: Mary Grace McCaskill was present to discuss Ann’s Nest and a proposed
Adult Foster Care Home Bjorn house on Spring street. Looking at the possibility of
purchase/qifting the Bjorn house but may need to become a licensed Adult Foster Care
home in the future. Asked the members their thoughts on future changes to the
property to meet their requirements. The property is currently Zoned R1 and could be
used as an AFC with a special use permit. The board indicated that they were
supportive of the project.

Zoning Administrator’s Report. Zoning Administrator John Ferguson was present. His
report was reviewed and discussed.

September Meeting Awareness: Will have a public hearing on Compatible Renewable
Energy Ordinance.

Public Comment:. The status of the updated zoning ordinance was discussed.
Correspondence: None

Meeting Adjourned at 8:48pm
Respectfully submitted,
Mindy Joy, Recording Secretary



