
Charlevoix Township Zoning Board of Appeals 

December 1, 2022 

Approved June 25, 2026 

Call to Order: 

●​ Meeting was called to order by Chairperson Margo Johnson at 7:00pm .  Members present:  Dan 

Ulrich and Chuck Center.  Other attendees: Mitts Lee, Aaron Nordman, Rick Bolander, Dan 

Barron, John Jarema. 

●​ Center made the Motion, with Ulrich supporting, to approve the minutes as presented. 

●​ All stood for the Pledge of Allegiance.   

●​ The regular meeting was adjourned, and the Public Hearing was held, beginning at 7:01.   

Public Hearing  Bolander Property. 

●​ John Ferguson was present to provide background on how the matter came about.  Mr. Bolander 

installed pavers and a seawall on his property.    

●​ Attorney Dan Barron was present to discuss the matter on Mr. Bolander’s behalf.  Discussed the 

Township’s Shoreline protection ordinance and feels it needs to be amended.  He feels the 

pavers fulfill the purpose of the Ordinance and the setback requirements.   

●​ Aaron Nordman from Performance Engineers worked with Mr. Bolander on the progression of 

the high water and the effects on his land.  The State did a site inspection and moved back to 

where the water line and requested that they install a “seawall system”.  Looking for a variance 

and the harm it would cause to remove.     

●​ Mitts Lee was present:  He feels the improvements that Mr. Bolander has made is superior.   

Discussed other  

●​ Mr.  Bolander spoke:  He stated that is was approved by the DEQ and EGLE.  He wanted to do 

what was right for the lake, his neighborhood and community.   

ZBA Meeting Resumed at 7:53pm 

John Jarema’s opinion was requested.  He stated that the Board has a difficult decision. There has been 

much talk about expense and intent of the project; Its clear that a structure was built and does not 

comply with ordinance.  EGLE does not have the authority to overstep the Township Zoning.  The ZBA has 

the ability to grant a variance.   

Johnson talked about the seawall and the greenbelt.  There are two parts to the issue; EGLE permit 

(which the Board has not seen).  Natural foliage which nutrients vegetation.  Planning commission 

should have looked at a site plan addressing the site   Would like to have seen natural foliage and 

vegetation.  The 25 foot green space is a concern.   

Ulrich stated that we need to go by what the Ordinance calls for or grant a variance.   In agreement with 

Center, feels the work that was done does actually address the issues and provides a barrier/protection 

to the lake and the land.  Does not want to open the door within that 25 feet.  Believes that the 

Ordinance could be improved for when these conditions happen.  May need to require site plan for 

shoreline projects.  Expressed his appreciation to work the ethics and provided.   



Center stated that people usually request less than what the  Ordinance requires.  Mr. Bolander went 

above what was required. Feels that we are here to protect the Lake and feels Mr. Bolander has done 

that.  He feels that the Ordinance does need to be “tweaked”. 

Center made the Motion, with Ulrich supporting, to allow the structure to remain as it is.  A Roll call vote 

was taken:  Johnson – No; Center- Yes;  Ulrich- Yes.  Motion carries. 

Meeting adjourned at 8:18pm 

Respectfully Submitted, 
Mindy Joy, 
Recording Secretary 
 


